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WHO WE ARE?

FFMI is a multiethnic and multi-
cultural church. We exist to 
disciple Christians and �t them 
for the master’s use irrespective 
of race, tribe or culture.

“There comes a point in your life 
when you realize Heaven and 
Hell are real. You come to a 
sense of realization and ask 
yourself where do you want to 
go?” 
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And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
Hebrews 11:6
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Saturday November 30, 
2013 marked the launch of 
Faith Fellowship Ministries 
International’s (FFMI) very �rst 
capital campaign! This is a 
year-long e�ort in which the 
church will work to raise 
$250,000 (capital) to purchase a 
new church home. The very 
nature of this campaign is 
beautifully
captured by its title, New
Journey…New Home. This 
indeed is a new journey for all 
of us, and much like any other 
extended long haul of a journey 
that one embarks upon; there 
are various items that we will 
need to sustain ourselves along 
the way.
 For our travels, we should pack 
a handful of faith. We must �rst 
believe that our goal is 
attainable. We must truly be 
convinced that we will reach
our destination, and
determined that all roadblocks, 
detours, and construction work 
will not derail our pursuit. 
Staying focused on the Source 
of our faith, God our Father and 
His promises is how we will 
successfully stay the course to 
our expected end.  
The second item we must be 

sure to carry along with us is a 
pouch full of love for one anoth-
er. Have you ever noticed that 
when you constantly spend a 
signi�cant amount of time with 
a particular person or group of 
people, it is easy for disagree-
ments or misunderstandings to 
occur? I’m sure married individ-
uals can attest to this. The fact 
of the matter is, we all come 
from di�erent backgrounds, 
but we have all been adopted 
into the same family of God, by 
love’s great sacri�ce. Now that 
we are taking this new journey 
together, we must be mindful 
of others’ opinions, sugges-
tions, and input. We are all 
owners of this process, and 
everyone, including our 
children, has a role to play in 
helping us to obtain our new 
home. Therefore, I encourage us 
all to be supportive of our 
brothers and sisters. No idea is a 
bad idea; no approach is wrong. 
To be clear, it is okay for us to 
disagree, just as long as that 
disagreement is covered in love 
and followed by a willingness to 
reach a common place, our new 
home. 
Finally, we should remember to 
pack a basket full of grace. 
Grace is the empowerment 
from God to gain that which 

you do not deserve. We will 
start our journey and reach our 
new home, not in our own 
power and not because of our 
personal merit. Every step of 
this journey will be directed by 
Him, and every accomplish-
ment will be for His glory. We 
are simply the vessels that He 
has chosen to use, and the 
possession of His grace is what 
will reveal the work that God is 
doing in us and through us. 
Now some may be reading this 
article and think that not much 
was mentioned about the need 
to carry money on this journey. 
However, I believe that one’s 
faith moves one to action. (Faith 
without works is dead- James 
4:20) I also believe that love is 
shown by giving (For God so 
loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have 
everlasting life- John 3:16) 
Grace is that empowerment we 
need to utilize both faith and 
love. So, faith, love, and grace, 
all three are the tools that lead 
us to support the campaign 
�nancially, as well as encourage 
others to support our e�orts. 

God Bless.

2    13YEAR IN REVIEW!
The Year unlike any other yet…! Success is not 
measured by what one brings, but rather by what one 
leaves (-Unknown), this sums up 2013 for us in FFMI. The 
world ushered in 2013 with fear and announcements that 
13 portend evil, thus a tough and di�cult year. But God 
had another report for us and 2013 was indeed our year of 
grace and worship. And did we ever?!

THE WORSHIP EXPERIENCE
We started o� with our annual “Judah shall lead” in 
January.  In a year fraught with uncertainty, our 
expressions of praise brought down all walls of Jericho.  
The “Worship Work-shop/Seminars” in June and October 
followed the year's theme. Seasoned worship ministers 
taught on worship its importance to God. Gita Littlejohn 
noted that worship went beyond the 30 minutes 
exercised during a church service and was a lifestyle of 
relating to God. Minister Nikki Bugingo emphasized the 
desire to see people gathered with an objective to o�er 
uninhibited worship. Pastor Zenzo Matoga of UNOW 
taught us that worship was indicative of our walk of faith 
and stressed that Christians ought to hunger and pursue 
the presence of God earnestly. November and the Thanks-
giving season a�orded opportunity to express gratitude 
and appreciation. Our second “Gratitude for Altitude.” 
Worship even with duo Ministers Willie & Mike was 
amazing. 

OUR ANNUALS
Our 3 day Easter Conference was preceded by 5 days of 
Grace fast. We experienced God and His glory. Our 
Financial Director Eric Dwomoh, presented the church 
�nancial report in August. He thanked us for being faithful 
in our giving but also encouraged and challenged us to 
come together and give more, to enable us to move into 
our own building. The need for sacri�ce was made clear. 
The year also saw our �rst Financial Empowerment 
Seminar.  Anointed men and experts in the �nancial 
industry exposed us to the wealth realities. Wealth is a 
mindset and a spirit. Money like electricity is a constantly 
moving and �owing force. The price of wealth is the pain 
of discipline and that temporarily denying ourselves 
grati�cation today, ensures prosperity tomorrow. 

The second Men of War Conference themed “Whilst men 
slept…” was a hit.  Bishop Amoako Atta (speaker) left no 
doubt about the time for awakening from slumber and 
recovering what was lost by arising, pursuing the enemy 
through prayer, overtaking and ultimately; recovery. The 
men crowned the conference with a donation of comput-
ers to the Church. These will be used to train folks 
handicapped in the use of this all important tool. The Men 
have gone all out this year. Hooray! Not to be outdone, the 
Women of Faith Conference instilled the con�dence to 
e�ect change via faith prayer and action. The time to be all 
that God has purposed for us is now.

TEAMS BUILD UP
Various trainings were put in place to equip church 
workers in various departments.  There was a strong 
emphasis on training for the GUV team and departments. 
Our children were not left behind as Teachers’ Empower-
ment Seminars were also designed to improve and 
strengthen the department.  All other departments met 
regularly for housekeeping purposes.
 
RETREATS
Summer saw the children & the youth going o� for their 
usual annual daytime “retreat” in July. Parents must surely 
have had an easy night as the children expended all their 
energy by the time they returned home in the evening.  It 
was refreshing to see the Men of War gather in a prayer 
“retreat.” The e�ervescent Women of Faith introduced the 
novel “Women Connect” concept. This idea allows ladies 
to meet, socialize and build strong relationships in a 
relaxed environment. The annual ladies retreat was like a 
scene taken from the divine album of eternity as it 
revealed the beauty of gathering in unity. Socially, the 
entire church had a blast at our Annual Cook-out in June 
with music from various communities, football, food, 
drink and lots of laughter. 

FIRSTS
2013 was a year of many �rsts for FFMI. In January, the all 
year rolling Membership classes commenced. Graduating 
members were awarded certi�cates and those who 
wanted were baptized at our �rst water baptism service in 
May. Thankfully, our youth department �nally got o� the 
ground. In August, we hosted an amazing couples gala 
and also held our maiden 24/7 prayerthon event. It was 21 
days nonstop prayer and it was refreshing to see folks 
praying in church round the clock. Another novelty was 
our Pink Sunday event. It raised money for cancer research 
by auctioning bottles of pink lemonade and was 
awesome.

CELEBRATIONS
Praise the Lord. We celebrated 3 beautiful weddings this 
year and also saw 3 baby dedications. 2 of our youth 
graduated High school, and many folks have testimonies 
of breakthroughs in  new jobs, promotions, legal status 
etc. To God be the glory!

LOSSES
It was not all smiles however. We mourned with those that 
mourned too. Our Sister Charlotte Ametor Williams lost 
her husband.  Sister Esther aka Queenbee lost her mum, 
pastor lost an uncle too. Sadly, there was a homecall for 
one of our dear spiritual fathers. Bishop Walter Smith Jr. of 
Tylertown First Baptist church was called home to glory. 
He shall be greatly missed by the FFMI family. 

DIGNITARIES
We were blessed as Fathers of the Gospel honored us with 
their presence. They spoke blessings over us. Bishop 
Tackie Yarboi of Victory Bible Church Int. (March), Bishop 
Arthur from Manchester UK (April), Bishop Bernard 
Owusu-Ansah (Praise Valley Temple in the Netherlands) 
was here in August.  We thrice enjoyed the ministry of 
Bishop  Ko� Amoako Atta of Miracle Chapel in Ghana and  
bene�tted from the blessings of Pastor Gerald Plange of 
Upper Room Family International Church all year round. 
Prophetess Sarah Adjei was with us all summer and 
enjoyed the visit of Mrs. Constance Aryitey (Pastor’s 
Mother). We also hosted our State Representative Dan 
Donahue, who graced our services with Joe Petty (Mayor) 
and Rick Rushton. 

THE HEARTBEAT
FFMI’s determination to give back to the community was 
rewarded in October. A maiden Health Awareness Drive 
saw doctors from UMASS hospital educating us about 
cancer and the necessity to be regularly checked out. 
Another �rst was the “Pink Sunday”. We realized a 
handsome amount which we donated to the American 
Cancer Foundation. During Thanksgiving, we also 
donated clothing received from our Clothes & Food Drive 
to the Veterans Inc. of Worcester. 
      
Finally, our major focus this year is our Capital Campaign. 
The Kick-o� event on 30th November was a great success. 
It marked the o�cial commencement of our New 
Journey….New Home Project to raise funds. Under the 
astute leadership of Sister Tamara Durr; church members, 
local vendors, friends and well-wishers etc. came together 
in fun games, dance competitions, 3-legged race and a 
scavenger hunt. It was great seeing mothers, fathers and 
teenagers all participating in the fun �lled afternoon 
event. May we have encores!

I conclude by applauding Pastor Steve and Lady Monica 
for being the force that God has anointed to see FF family 
become all that we can be. They have cried with us, held 
us, prayed for us, given of themselves in every arena 
humanly possible and only God can reward them. We 
never lacked for the Word of God. We never lacked for our 
daily bread. We never lacked for the light of the Word of 
God. We love our pastors and may Adonai bless you 
mightily.  To my FF family thanks you for choosing this to 
be your home church. Thank you for all that you do and 
the sacri�ce you willingly o�er daily. There is power in 
numbers. Success is not measured by what one brings, 
but rather by what one leaves. Only El Shaddai could have 
empowered us to accomplish all we did in 2013. Holy 
Spirit we appreciate, celebrate and salute you. 2014 will 
only get bigger and better as the latter exceeds the 
former. May the amazing grace of the Master, Jesus Christ, 
the extravagant love of God, the intimate friendship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with all of you.- 2 Corinthians 13:14 (MSG)

Sophie Njau
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PASTOR’S
PEN

February, the height of winter usually witness-
es the Oscars. Hollywood-the prime agent/tool of 
the universal system that opposes the mind and 
the will of God celebrates its high fliers and achiev-
ers. We usually see the stars roll up to the affair in 
plush cars and strut the red carpet to the gasping 
and gaping admiration of a gathered crowd, the 
keen inquisition of the fashion police/gurus and the 
watchful observation of a global audience. As they 
approach the entrance to the event they are accost-
ed by TV and other camera crews for quick close up 
interviews usually preceded by or ending with the 
cliché question: “who/what are you wearing 
tonight?” Usually there is a grin and the name of 
some big money designer is chirped to gasps of 
admiration or smirks of disapproval. The question 
may perhaps be harmless and/or meaningless but 
let’s take a moment to ask that same question.
Clothing is a necessity for humankind. The use and 
purpose of clothing span the necessary threads 
that cover our backs to the excessively ostentatious 
garments and expensively spun threads that 
display glamor, opulence and perhaps offer little or 
no cover for our bodies. William Shakespeare noted 
an all-time truth in the simple statement “the 
apparel doth often proclaim the man”. What a man 
wears or does not wear speak volumes of him. Your 
clothes speak about your personality, summarize 
your character, suggest who you are, allow stereo-
types and profiling of people. Clothes may also 
define authority, responsibility, disposition, office or 
simply a person’s station in life. A policeman’s 
uniform suggests authority, a nurse’s scrubs 
suggest care, the fireman’s uniform whispers 
comfort that help might be nigh, judges’ robes 
speak awe and sometimes fear. We are all what we 
wear. A rapper dresses in a certain way, sagging 
pants, heavy jewelry suggest gangsters etc. and one 
cannot expect to see a teacher in the shortest of 
skirts and highest heels as clothing is also occupa-
tion specific. In a nutshell, what I am saying is this: 
we are what we wear. Irrespective of attempts to 
disprove stereotyping or profiling to a large extent, 
Shakespeare’s words are a time honored truth.
The bible speaks a lot about it but where did 
clothes originate from? Bible suggest originally that 
men were clothe-less but covered/ shrouded in the 
glory of God- inadequacy or nakedness of man was 
not evident. In Psalm 104:1, 2 &31 David states that 
God is clothed in splendor, majesty and glory that 
endure forever. We are made in his image and 
likeness, thus He similarly provided that same 
covering over us. So Genesis 2:25 records that 

Adam and Eve were both naked but there was no 
shame ostensibly because the covering of their 
exposure was the glory and nature of God himself. 
With the fall of man in Genesis 3:7, that covering of 
glory is stripped away. The departure of that 
grace brings dis-grace and now man begins a 
feeble attempt to cover himself. Unable to 
replicate the covering of glory, they sew 
garments of fig leaves. Now they are not 
found and clad as God expected them to be 
and he questions “who told you, you were naked?” 
The fig leaves symbolize man’s pathetic weak 
attempt to replace the glory of God with his own 
invented/ patented mind product i.e. dress. Little 
wonder that in John11, Jesus curses the fig tree 
because it symbolizes a world system trying to 
replace the divinely instituted plan and covering of 
God. God strips away that man-made garment and 
covers his wayward kids with a new garment made 
not of leaves-the temporal but the skin of a slain 
animal which is indicative of His ultimate salvation 
plan.
A prophet’s cloth defined his authority and the 
passing on of his mantle suggested transference of 
power and office.  In 1 Kings 19v19, Elisha is called 
into the prophetic ministry by the draping of Elijah’s 
cloak/mantle over his shoulders. His ministry is 
confirmed and the transfer of the office finalized in 
2 Kings 2 where Elijah’s mantle is passed on to 
Elisha. When Elijah readies himself to run ahead of 
Ahab in 1 Kings 17, he tucks his cloak into his belt- a 
sign that his character, office and call must align 
with the truth. Paul states in Ephesians 6 V14 that in 
the Christian soldier’s battle dress, the belt signified 
truth. Interestingly, the sword’s scabbard or sheath 
hanged from a soldier’s belt. Your word, use and 
manifestation of His power hinges on the truth of 
your character. On the eve of departure from Egypt, 
the Lord instructs that the Passover meal be eaten 
only when the people’s cloaks are tucked into their 
belts (Exodus 12:11). Little wonder that in 2 Kings 
4:29 when the Shunamite woman’s son dies, Elisha 
instructs Gehazi to run and lay his staff (his insignia 
of office and power) upon the boy. But he cautions 
Gehazi; tuck your cloak into your belt before you 
run. Before we hasten to go on God’s assignment, 
check yourself. The cloak might be on your back but 
your belt might be loose or missing. Gehazi runs 
and runs. He lays the staff but nothing happens to 
the boy because the cloak and the belt are 
misaligned spiritually. Integrity of character must 
balance with our call and charisma to effect God’s 
purposes.
Moses was instructed by God to make a special 
dress for the High Priest. The garment defines their 
calling; their intercessory and intermediary role in 
the relationship between God and his chosen 
nation. Psalm 133:2 suggests that the anointing 
flowed down to the skirts of the High priest Aaron’s 
garments. Paul explains that a greater high priest 
called after the order of Melchizedek-Jesus 
(Hebrews 5) comes and we are called into 
priesthood after Him; His garments are so anointed 
that a woman with a 12 year old issue of blood 
knows that all she must do is touch not the man but 
the garment and receive healing- Luke 8:43-48. 
When He hang on the cross and the Roman soldiers 
cast lots for His garments, a spiritual statement was 

made. The right to priesthood of grace under 
Melchizedek was open to all that would access 
Christ. 
Clothes also inform about spiritual standing. In 
Zechariah 3:1-7, the High priest Joshua stands 
accused before God with a torn and filthy garment 
suggestive of sin and spiritual imbalance. His 
received vindication from the Lord is manifested in 
a brand new garment being put on him. The 
garment spoke about his spiritual change and shift.  
When Jehoaichin is released by Evil Merodach, 2 
Kings 25:28-30- his clothes are changed. 
To come to the king’s table and the bridegroom’s 
party, we must be aptly clothed in appropriately 
beautiful garments of celebration to share the 
groom’s victory and joy.  John in Revelation oft talks 
of the white clad overcomers and remnants being 
welcomed into heaven. In the same vein, we wear 
dark clothes to mourn and lighter/white clothing to 
celebrate new life and birth. Sack cloth and ashes 
meant that a person was deep in the throes of 
mourning.  Kings dressed in royal robes and 
particular colors to signify power authority and 
sovereignty, paupers dressed to reflect their station 
in life.
Pause for a moment. At this time, what are you 
wearing?  At FFMI, we work with you to allow the 
King to clothe you appropriately. Wrong garments 
suggest a confused identity. Airmen dress different-
ly from naval men, doctors from firemen or journal-
ists from Judges. What are you wearing? Are you 
clad in the glory of the Lord or in the mundane 
trappings of man-made invented garments to 
cover your apparent guilt and shame? God offers a 
new garment hewn and sewn out of the sacrifice of 
His son.  When you are clothed right, you will 
function right, be accorded your right position and 
function in your right office. Will you ask the king to 
clothe you? His garments are well tailored and fine. 
They are fit for each season. In battle, there’s armor 
(Ephesians 6 v10 ff ), at His table you will be rightly 
and richly adorned, when engaged in your field of 
endeavor, even there He will clothe you. He will 
richly adorn you, Luke 12:27 "Consider how the wild 
flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, 
not even Solomon in his entire splendor was 
dressed like one of these. (NIV)

Pastor Steve

MIGHTY MEN AND WOMEN OF GOD
(through the eyes of a faith seeker)

   “For God did not send his son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him”-John3:17.
  

The verse preceding the one just stated describes in condensed form the 
immense love that God has for the world, as He gave His only son for the redemp-
tion of mankind. The continuation of that love still persists today in other forms. 
One that is familiar to us all is the prophetic anointing as it is starting to be 
revealed and expressed in many of us. The countless numbers of men and 
women who choose to walk in this anointing are making the body of Christ once 
given for us all, more e�ective in the 21st century as they are allowing themselves 
to serve as the extensions of God’s love through His revelations and counsel. So 
my brethren, I urge you to appreciate the men and women of God who are 
present in your lives, handpicked to serve you as fathers, mothers, teachers, 
counselors, mentors, friends, brothers and sisters; appreciate them all.  
In my experience, we all can �nd a piece of us in them. If you love to laugh, well 
you’re in luck; these men of God are heavily anointed with charisma.  If you �nd 
that you take things a bit too serious, I have got good news for you, they do not 
play with the business of God.  If you carry a certain grace for power and you feel 
the �re of the Holy Spirit burning within you, I testify to you that your encounter 
with a prophet is no mistake.  May I bring to your attention that you are never 
without grace if you do not choose to be, never lacking direction as long as you 
are following the way of Christ, rarely disconnected from God as long as we 
remain cleaved to Jesus’s embodiments?  Allow me to reiterate that there are 
appointed mighty men and women of God amongst us all whose lives are just 
that: the embodiment of God’s love, power, grace and revelation through the 
prophetic anointing.  Even when our bodies are not  puri�ed enough and our 
minds are not clean enough, and we fail to think of the highest good and submit 
our minds to temptation and perform acts of cruelty to ourselves and others, 
when we deliberately displease God, when our thoughts are oh so polluted and 
we make no room for the spirit of God, and our hearts  so heavy that our faith 
becomes insu�cient, God oh so loves us that He places certain bodies amongst 
us to all to remind us of who we are as He uses them to bring us a new dimension 
of hope.  I am testifying of the nature of mighty men and women amongst us.  
My �rst encounter with the power invested in a man of God came about 4 years 
ago when I found myself in very deep trouble with the law.  I was attending 
church for about a month and a prophet of God had come to our church to 
minister.  The “Holy Ghost power” business was still new to me and I distinctly 
remember doubting it to an extreme.  Even then, I had hoped that this same 
“Holy Ghost power” would rid me of all my troubles since I thought that God had 
given up on me at that point as you can imagine why.  So I secretly made a 
promise to God to never deny His power anymore and to never displease Him 
again if only He would show me His power.  The previous week I had been to 
court and was facing serious charges; charges that would have had detrimental 

e�ect on my chances of ever obtaining permanent legal status in this country.  
The state attorney would not budge on his proposal, which included �nes, 
possible incarceration and only God knows whatever else the devil had in mind.  
I took the leap of faith and counseled with this very special man of God.  He 
prayed for me and sent me on my way with a few words of wisdom as he laid 
hands on my head and pronounced mighty things which at the time I thought 
were very “weird”.  Within the next few days strange things started happening like 
this strong urge to write to the judge and pray.  I thought, who writes to a judge? 
I did so anyways. A few days later I wrote a letter which my pastor, Prophet Steve 
said was self -incriminating but would work. He prayed for me and assured me it 
would all be well.  I wanted with everything in me to believe him but all I kept 
thinking was “these Holy Ghost people are weird”. I thought to myself “how do 
you suppose it’s going to be okay with just a letter when this state attorney has 
already made up his mind about me?” I knew very little of the power of God’s 
grace and His mercies, and even less of the word from the mouth of a prophet.  
The morning of what would have been “the end of me” God intervened.  The state 
attorney’s wife went into early labor and he could not make it to court.  His 
replacement appeared to be very young and new. From his clear expressions of 
disgust at my very detailed letter that included words like “poop”, and “growling 
belly”,  I was sure I was to be on a one way trip to Haiti very soon after that day.   To 
my amazement, my attorney who by the way had very little faith that any good 
might come out of my case came to me in awe himself at the State Attorney’s 
disposition.  “DISMISSED!!” he said and added that he had never had such a thing 
happen in his 20 years of being a lawyer.  I immediately fell to my knees where all 
eyes witnessed a crazy girl screaming “Father you gave me a scare, I don’t deserve 
your goodness, your Spirit is real”.  When I �nally gathered myself, the attorney 
looked at me as if I was very crazy, but I thanked him and o� on my merry way I 
went.  
From that day, I have been nothing but a work-in-progress.  I have been very 
careful to frequently re-impress that initial encounter with God through His 
prophet on my soul. This serves as a reminder of the true power, grace, truth and 
�re He has placed in the mouths of His servants. 
Yes, I am attesting of the mighty men and women of God, the prophets and 
prophetesses of the Lord almighty. The ones who choose to remain of a sound 
mind, spiritually in tuned, Godly charged, connected to God’s words and works, 
to sacri�ce and endure what most would reject.  I write about the nature of the 
sons and daughters of Zion who willingly give themselves as importers of God’s 
grace and divinity that the rest of us might continue to follow the ways of Christ 
and attain optimal spirituality.  One of the qualities I love about my church is that 
our Pastor strives so that all of us in the church might become carriers of the Holy 
Ghost ourselves.  And as he would say, “If you would only avail yourself God 
would work wonders through you”, spoken like a true mighty man.    
                                                                                           Josie T. Cherenfant.



CHALLENGING
C O N V E N T I O N

LEADING LADY MONICA ARYITEY

IN ACTION!
WOMENBefore Queen Esther, before the woman with the issue of blood, before the 

Canaanite woman, before Rosa Parks and before the Feminist Movement 
gained ground, there were the sisters Mahla, Noah, Hoglah, Milkah and Tirza, 
the daughters of Zelophehad. Here is their story (Numbers 5:1-11)
The day started as any normal day. The girls awoke early to do their chores and 
with all of their morning duties accomplished, they sat quietly in front of their tent, 
each preoccupied with their own thoughts. Hoglah said “I miss aba, you know”. 
The other four echoed in unison “we do too”. “The mornings are not the same 
without his constant humming of the same tune everyday” Tirzah chimed in 
giggling. “Oh well, I guess we have to be strong for each other since we have no 
one to protect us” They sat in silence for a bit then Mahlah and Noah got up 
quickly, went inside the tent and brought out utensils and some food items to 
prepare breakfast.  As they munched on some challah, Mahla cleared her throat 
and beckoned her sisters to draw closer, “something has been on my mind for a 
while now” she began “we all know that by law only the males in the family line 
inherit land. Now that aba is no more and we have no brother, it means we’ll get 
no inheritance and most importantly aba’s name will disappear from his clan” 
They all nodded in agreement. “We cannot let that happen”. “What are you 
suggesting?” Milkah asked coyly. “Well, in about two hours, Moses, Eleazer and 
the elders will assemble in the entrance of the Tent of Meetings…” Milkah cut her 
off mid-sentence, “you’re not suggesting what I’m thinking?” looking at her older 
sister apprehensively. Mahla continued “I’m thinking we should go to see Moses 
and the Elders and ask for aba’s portion of the Promised Land”! “Are you out of 
your mind?” All four girls chorused.  “You know that is how things have always 
been done” said Noah. “You forget we are women, not men” said Hoglah. “The 
Assembly is made up of all men, they’ll never listen to us” that was Milkah. 
“Tradition is tradition, men inherit land, not women” Tirzah said with finality. 
Mahla looked at her sisters with a smile playing at the corners of her lips, “Listen, 
what if we approach the elders and they listen to us and actually give us what we 
want? What do we have to lose? What is the worst that can happen? The worst 
is for them to say no, but what if they say yes, then aba’s line will be continued, 
his name will not be forgotten! Just think about it for a moment! Why should aba’s 
name be forgotten because through no fault of his, he only bore females? Why 
should be punished for that? Think about it…” She paused briefly for what she 
has said to sink in. “Alright, how about this: If you agree to go, I will do the talking, 
you only just need go with me so we stand together as one! Aba was a good 
father; we owe it to him to at least give it a try”
They all sat there quietly for what seemed like eternity and then Noah broke the 
silence “I’ll go”. Tirzah followed suit “I’m in”. “You’re right, we have nothing to 
lose” said Hoglah. “Let’s do this for aba” Milcah added “but let’s say a prayer 
first”.
I have no doubt that when these women decided to approach the all-male 
assembly in a period where women were relegated to the home to have and 
raise children as they cared for the home and catered to their husbands, they 
had more than butterflies in their collective stomachs. However the thought of the 
injustice that would be done their father’s name propelled them forward to 
accomplish their mission. They believed in their conviction enough to take such 
a huge step of faith to change an unjust, oppressive and entrenched tradition and 
law.  We are enjoying some of the freedoms we have today because some 
people, some women dared to challenge convention.  When we who are the light 
of the world fail to take steps of faith to change “something” and instead stay in 
our little corner and complain, we do everyone including ourselves a great 
disservice.  These women were not militants, they did not incite a rebellion or a 
negative campaign of complaints; they stood up, took one step, then another and 
another, literally, to effect a change in tradition. Yes, sometimes, challenging 
convention necessarily involves an uprising, but there are times when a small 
step inspired by nothing extraordinary can lead to the collapse of century old 
conventions! When our brave sisters approached Moses and his elders, they 
had no intention of causing a nationwide and generational change in the 
inheritance laws. All they wanted was for their father’s portion of the land to be 
given to them so his name was not wiped out from history. They wanted nothing 
else beyond that. Yet, because they dared to challenge the status quo, God 
caused Moses to change the laws regarding 
inheritance of landed property. 
“So Moses brought their case before the LORD, and 
the LORD said to him, “What Zelophehad’s daughters 
are saying is right. You must certainly give them 
property as an inheritance among their father’s 
relatives and give their father’s inheritance to them. 
“Say to the Israelites, ‘If a man dies and leaves no son, 
give his inheritance to his daughter. If he has no 
daughter, give his inheritance to his brothers. If he has 

no brothers, give his inheritance to his father’s brothers. If his father had no 
brothers, give his inheritance to the nearest relative in his clan, that he may 
possess it. This is to have the force of law for the Israelites, as the LORD 
commanded Moses.’”(Num. 27:5-11)
We, like the five girls always have a choice when faced with uncomfortable, 
unjust, unfair circumstances; we can choose to sit back and sing the “poor me” 
tune, or think we are not brave enough, or that the issue is too big for 
us, or actually dare to take steps to do something about it.
 When Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on that bus, 
little did she know that it would trigger the Montgom-
ery Bus Boycott and the even bigger Civil 
Rights Movement.  In her own words, 
“People always say I didn’t give up the seat 
because I was tired, but that wasn’t true. I 
was not tired physically, or no more tired 
than I usually was at the end of a 
working day…No, the only tired I was, 
was tired of giving in” 
These five women like Rosa Parks took 
steps to change “the way things are 
always done”!
At FFMI, our goal is to empower, equip, 
enlighten and instruct our women to believe 
in the power of God that lies within, through 
which they can do above and beyond what they 
think they are capable of. We teach that gender 
should never be a barrier to being who God 
created us to be. Our reference point is 
always the bible which is replete with 
amazing stories of ordinary women who 
changed the course of history and 
Christianity, and we are determined 
to draw from their stories and experi-
ences to raise up a generation of 
fearless, God-fearing women who 
affect their environment for the better.
I challenge you, as you read this not 
to accept that which is not right or 
which is unjust. Some changes are 
accomplished incrementally; some are 
accomplished in one fell swoop. Whatever 
challenge you face-be it at work, at home, 
with friends, family, in your neighborhood, 
the society, in any situation, may God give 
you the courage, confidence and grace to 
confront it and effect a change. Believe in 
God; believe also in yourself and in the 
empowerment of the Holy Spirit. Challenge 
Convention. Challenge Tradition. Challenge 
the Status Quo! By so doing you just might 
blaze a trail for generations to follow and 
inspire others to do bigger and better.

7 0  J a m e s  S t r e e t ,  s u i t e #  2 6 0 - 2 6 6 ,  W o r c e s t e r ,  M A .  0 1 6 0 3  o r  w w w . f f m i c h a p e l . o r g 7 0  J a m e s  S t r e e t ,  s u i t e #  2 6 0 - 2 6 6 ,  W o r c e s t e r ,  M A .  0 1 6 0 3  o r  w w w . f f m i c h a p e l . o r g

In my view, performing arts are art forms that employ voices and 
bodies to convey artistic impression. Through this medium, a message is 
conceived by an artist, captured in a communicative form by a script/con-
cept and shared i.e. expressed physically by body and vocal expressions to 
tell a story. People are drawn to stories. Why? This is because we are 
communicative and emotional beings. Jesus used parables to explain his 
teachings. Without a fascinating story a product, idea or personal brand is 
dead on arrival. It is easy to grab people’s attention with parables. For 
example to explain the Kingdom, Jesus tells the parable of the sower. The 
moment he starts "… once there was a sower....." (Matt: 13: 3), I bet he has 
their attention. People love and respond to a compelling story. 
The ability to tell a great story is important in selling a product. Jesus is the 
greatest product and we are His salespeople. Storytelling is a great 
teaching device like Jesus’ parables. Today we also use the art of storytell-
ing in drama, to enact details of a story in dramatic presentation to watch-
ing audiences. All it takes is imagination. God has given us great minds in 
which lies the power of imagination. Alex Schelgel (lead researcher at 
Dartmouth College) suggests; “imagination occurs in the human brain's 
"mental workspace", a widespread neural network that coordinates 
activity across several regions in the brain and consciously manipulates 
symbols, images, ideas and theories” . Why do I �nd this exciting? It means 
that everyone has the capability to imagine, conceive ideas, explore gifts 
and talents. We already have the “tool” which is the brain. Now all we need 
to do is work it. 
Dance is another commonly used means of spreading the gospel. It is a 
powerful way to express oneself in the presence of God. David was a very 
good example of how we should dance before the Lord. In 2 Samuel 6:16, 
David leapt and danced with all his might in the presence of the Israel not 
caring what anyone thought of him. His clothes were falling o� but he 
never allowed any distractions to his dance o�ering to God. Not even his 
clothes! For most of us, we care more about our makeup, our shoes or the 
people standing around us. We put so much emphasis on us and our 
surroundings that we miss out on the privilege to let go and just dance to 
the glory of God.  We need to simply let loose and enjoy God. Others look 
down on those who understand what it means to dance before the Lord. 
I do not believe that David’s dance was choreographed. For him to have 
danced till his clothes fell o� suggest that his dance was not controlled 
but heartfelt movements expressing his feelings for God.  Liturgical dance 
is one example of dance that is expressive. It is an expression of worship 
that enhances personal worship time as well as adding a visual element to 
public worship.  It helps an individual to understand deeply what the 
song says because each word or phrase is expressed hence enriching 
their relationship with God.  God frowns on people who are thinking 
more about their image than Him. In 2 Samuel 6:23 David's wife Michal 
despises David for dancing before the Lord, He closes her womb. We have 
to use everything we have to praise God and not allow our inhibitions to 
stop us from freely expressing our feelings to God in a heartfelt manner. 
David was also a poet who wrote most of the Psalms. I believe that he was 
a man who knew how to touch God's heart. Psalms 23 is a well-known 
chapter exhibiting David’s thoughts on God. He had so much con�dence 
in God and was called a man after God's own heart. The Psalms remind 
me of the amazing men and women in the past who wrote powerful 
hymns that have changed lives for generations. I present a few examples 
of hymns and the inspiring stories behind these commonly sung hymns. I 
believe it will be encouraging to someone. Missionary Rev. E. P Scott who 
was living in India, was determined to share the gospel with a dangerous 
savage tribe.  As he journeyed to this tribe's village he met a large group 

of warriors who quickly surrounded him, each with a spear pointed 
towards his heart. Expecting to die, he decided to use his last few breaths 
to glorify God and hopefully soften the hearts of the warriors. He took his 
violin, closed his eyes and started playing as he sang in the native 
language of the warriors, “all hail the power of Jesus name". After the third 
stanza, he realized that it was quiet all around him and opened his eyes. 
He saw all the spears on the ground and the warriors all in tears. Then he 
began to share God's love with them. (www.sharefaith.com)
Fanny Crosby became blind shortly after birth but composed "blessed 
assurance". Louisa M.R Stead wrote “tis well with my soul" after losing her 
husband in a drowning accident. Thomas Obadiah Chrisolm often had 
bouts of illness in his adult life which usually left him unable to work. 
Incapable of supporting himself he found great comfort in the word of 
God, in that God was faithful to be his strength in times of illness and 
provide for his needs. One of his favorite scriptures was Lamentations 
3:22-23 and that inspired; "great is thy faithfulness." I believe Horatio 
Spa�ord su�ered like Job. It began with the loss of his son, �re destroyed 
almost all his investments and �nally his four daughters drowned at sea. 
Broken, penniless and in pain, he wrote, “when peace like a river attendeth 
my way, when sorrows like sea billows roll, whatever my lot thou has 
taught me to say,  it is well with my soul. Judson W. Deventer struggled 
between his career and ministry. The day that he gave it all to God and 
chose to follow Him, “I surrender all", was birthed. Joseph Scriven was set 
to be married to the love of his life but on the eve of their wedding, she 
drowned in the river on her way to see him. A few years later, he met and 
fell in love with another young lady. Sadly she fell ill and died a few weeks 
to their wedding. Right after that he received word that his mother was ill. 
Grief stricken he began, “what a friend we have in Jesus".  
These are a few powerful hymns that have a�ected generations. Products 
of pain and personal experience, they were composed by everyday folks 
just like us without special skill or extraordinary talent. David did not 
attend a school of music and dance; had no PhD in song writing or poetry. 
David was no saint but a sinner who understood grace. If he could 
worship God with all his heart, so can we.  Revelation: 12:11 says “and they 
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimo-
ny…” Your stories and experiences, combined with the blood of the lamb, 
will ensure victory through writing songs, poetry, dancing, singing, acting, 
all you need is your story. My prayer is that we use our stories and experi-
ences to give glory to God. 

--Irene Kiarie.




