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TAMARA DURR WHAT IS  YOUR RESPONSE?
WHO WE ARE
FFMI is a multiethnic and multi-
cultural church. We exist to 
disciple Christians and fit them 
for the master’s use irrespective 
of race, tribe or culture.

“Let the one who does wrong 
continue to do wrong; let the 
vile person continue to be vile; 
let the one who does right 
continue to do right; and let the 
holy person continue to be 
holy."        

Revelation 22:11 

INSIDE
T H I S  I S S U E

What is your response?
Coming into Rest

The Christian woman
Brokenness

The Fallen; Risen Again in 
Christ 
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And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
Hebrews 11:6
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New Home, New 
Home, New Home!!!!  Our God 
is indeed awesome! On 
September 7, 2014, Faith 
Fellowship held its very first 
Sunday morning service in our 
“New Home” at 25 High 
St.Worcester, Ma 01608. As we 
rejoiced in this tremendous 
blessing and triumphant 
victory, the Lord began to 
speak to me about all the many 
things that came with our new 
home. Yes, there isthe 12,000 
square feet of space we now 
have, and the amazingly 
constructed sanctuary that is 
atthe heart of our new facility. 
There is the beautifully 
decorated and fully furnished 
offices and children’s
classrooms that are accompa-
nied by the multiple flat screen 
televisions that adorn the 
various walls throughout our 
new place of worship. Indeed, 
these are all wonderful 
attributes of our current 
residence. However,  these 
blessings go beyond a sign of 
God’s favor. Through these 
blessings,  God is speaking to 
us in a new language this 

season, the language of 
abundance. In 2 Corinthians 
9:8, the Bible reads “And God is 
able to make all grace abound 
toward you (us), that you (we) 
alway shaving all  sufficiency in  
all  things,  may have  an  ABUN-
DANCE for  every good work.  
The language of abundance… 
if we look around, no one can 
deny that there is an 
abundance of grace that we are 
experiencing here in Faith 
Fellowship.

The second portion of the 
scripture that captures my 
attention is the part that reads 
“for every good work.” Since 
God is speaking in the 
language of abundance, His 
word clearly describes the 
purpose of Him speaking in 
this particular manner. He is 
preparing us for “every good 
work.” We have an assignment! 
He has placed us in the heart of 
Worcester, and Worcester is 
known as the heart of Massa-
chusetts. So we are, therefore, 
at the very center of it all- to 
make an impact; to change 
lives; to win souls for the 
kingdom of God. For these 
reasons- for every good work, 
thisis our charge. This is the 

work of the ministry!  The way 
in which we respond this 
charge will be dictated by our 
next steps of action. How do 
we reach out to those who are 
lost or in need of a helping 
hand? How do we spread the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and pour 
out His love to those who so 
desperately need to know that 
someone loves them? It will be 
through our acts of service and 
our sharing of the gospel. In 
the coming months we will be 
developing, praying, and 
preparing for just that, the 
work of the ministry- beyond 
our walls. Whether it be 
through feeding the homeless 
while telling them Jesus cares 
for them or providing commu-
nity families a safe place to 
spend quality time during one 
of our movie nights. we will 
respond to God in His language 
by pouring out ourselves; our 
time; our energies; and our 
resources in ABUNDANCE to 
meet the needs of our commu-
nity. You can also respond to 
God’s message to us by volun-
teering to help in these various 
events and activities. The 
question is, will you respond to 
the charge?

PRAYER
 AS A LOADED SPIRITUAL AMMUNITION.

Continued from previous Page 

To me, brokenness means letting go 
of all earthly desires. It is when everything 
that is in me does not want to do anything 
in the world that is not right to God. It is. 

When I think of things that Jesus did for 
me and what I have done that do not 
please him, it really hurts my heart. 
Brokenness is a spiritual experience that 
occurs on the inside, it is a painful process 
but if you can stand to be broken the 
results will be amazing. It is also a spiritual 
death; an ongoing process because some-
times we fall down. But as the Lord contin-
ues to break me, my hearing becomes 
greater as I tend to talk less as He talks 
more. 

It is so easy to say I surrender all to God, 
but I have come to realize that the most 
difficult thing in life is to empty out 
oneself. When you have taken care of 
yourself for so long, it is so hard to surren-
der, to submit and to allow yourself to be 
processed. However, I am beginning to 
understand that this is one of the ways 
that the Holy Spirit works on us. The more 
we surrender to His process, the more He 
reigns in our lives.

When I first came to know the Lord, I 
continued to live as though I was still in 
the world.  So every day I cried asking God 
to change me. I would say Lord, I want to 
be like you, please take all the filth out of 
me. One by one He began to take them 
out of me. I was happy, but little did I know 
that it was just the beginning of being 
broken in His presence.

There are a lot of verses in the bible 
about brokenness that I never knew about 
because I was more concerned about the 
anointing. In John 12:24, Jesus said, 
unless a kernel of wheat fell to the ground 
and died it remained a single seed, but if it 
died it produced many seeds.  Now I know 
that no one is exalted by the Lord, who 
does not first die to self. The bible says that 
we died and were buried with Christ 
through baptism, and just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glorious 
power of the Father, now we also may live 
a new life. Our death and resurrection 
through baptism is symbolic of letting go 
of the old, emptying ourselves of the old 
and embracing the new in Christ. 

I listened to Pastor Paula White speak 
on being "broken". She said to become a 
true Christian we have to be willing to be 
broken. Ask yourself, can you stand to be 
broken? The bible says in Psalm 34:18, 
“The Lord is near to those who have a 
broken heart and saves such as have a 
contrite spirit.” If we submit ourselves to 
the Holy Spirit, He will change us in ways 
we cannot imagine. In 2 Corinthians 5:13 
(NIV) “if we are "out of our mind" as some 
say, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, 
it is for you”. You see, when we are broken, 
we are no longer in control, and we will 
give our all to God.

I was praying the other day and the 
Holy Spirit, my Friend, was telling me 
about the alabaster jar, I had all kinds of 
questions. The Holy Spirit helped me to 
understand that the woman with the 
alabaster jar emptied herself in order that 
she might receive her blessings. I have 
learnt in this Christian walk that we can 
only receive from God when we let go of 
the affections of this world that interfere 
with our pursuit of God.

 As I am writing, Kirk Franklin’s song 
“More than I can bear,” comes to mind.  
There is a part in the song that makes me 
smile. It says, "I’ve been broken into 
pieces, see lightning flashes from above 
but through it all I remember that He loves 
me, and He cares and He'll never put more 
on me than I can bear.” Thank You Holy 
Spirit for reminding me. 

In conclusion, when you are crying for 
God to anoint you, you need to be ready 
to be broken, be ready to completely 
empty yourself, because you cannot put 
new wine in an old wine skin. 

Nadine James

THE FALLEN
RISEN AGAIN IN CHRIST

In no way, shape or form do I ever wish to 
undermine the severity of one’s sins nor will I ever 
proclaim to be the glorious entity that carries unparal-
leled abilities to forgive. For in 2 Corinthians 5:7 the 
bible says, “For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ that each one may receive 
what is due to him for the things done while in the 
body whether good or bad”.  And even as He liberated 
Mary Magdalene from persecution and death, Jesus 
who is the Word knew this. I state all this to simply say 
that Christians such as me who regress in their 
endeavors to abide in Christ are much in need of us 
who continue to dwell under God’s canopy to help 
them rise again. I know from my own fall that 
encouragement and words of wisdom alone are not 
enough. Some time ago when I was encapsulated in 
my bubble of shame and guilt, blanketed by fear and 
feelings of incompetence, what I needed was one to 
remind me that I was no less a part of the whole than 
the rest in-spite of my sin. The reason why I have 
learned to forgive my own mistakes, begin to like 
myself again as a Christian and not continue to reside 
in the false illusion that God will never forgive a sinner 
like me is simply because another ordinary Christian 
reminded me of the fundamental teachings of God’s 
grace and forgiveness for those who come back to 
him.  

In spite of all our efforts to remain clear of sin by 
thinking of the noble, the right, pure and lovely things 
as the bible tells us to in Philippians 4:8, all of us still 
fall short.  Although we follow the word and live by it, 
even the most radical Christians fall into sin. None of 
us is immune from sin. I vouch and say that my strong 
desire to partner with a person whom I thought   
could bring me closer to God because of his 
knowledge of the things of God,,was the reason why I 
let myself sin and had a fallthereafter. Perhaps your 
drive was the false belief that fame would draw God 
closer, the mistaken idea that God’s blessings would 
only be easily accessible if you fornicate with some 
apostle or bishop.  For some, affliction is their only 
reason while for others envy and jealousy blind their 
godly ways. For the rest, perhaps an inability to 
separate from sin.  And so as Jesus would have it, I am 
forgiven and so are many Christians who have come 
back to Jesus as He’s asked us to and “learned to 
separate who they are from what they do” (Joyce 
Meyer).  

More importantly, learning to accept Jesus as my 
only savior, by default my only judge, made my 
transition from sin back to him much easier. Sinful 
ways of course require much re-coaching from 
Christian leaders and re-acceptance from fellow 
Christians. In the same breathe, acceptance of our sins 
and a desire to grow out of them is much required to 
complete the process. Thank God for the selfless 
people who look past sins committed and see a sinner 
as no less of a Godly creation that he/she really is. In 
doing so all Christians would be following the biblical 
teaching in 2 Corinthians 5:16-17: “So from now on we 
regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though 
we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no 
longer.  Therefore if anyone is in Christ, the new 
creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here”. 
Part of our devotion in our walk with Christ should be 
dedicated towards the rehabilitation of those who 
have fallen away from his body as we are one 
another’s keeper.  Whether we do so by sharing our 
experiences, re-encrypting God’s word, not giving up 
on them or simply by letting them know how their 
talents could be of much use to the kingdom still, in 
spite of their sins; all efforts to win lost souls are 
Christ-like. Extending our devotion beyond our 
church walls is imperative even more so to those who 
once accepted Jesus as their savior.  For those of us 
who are more fortunate and have remained clear of 
the unethical, immoral, unbiblical, unspiritual, 
downright wrong doings of the flesh; Jesus awaits you 
on his throne not only with His infinite love but with 
questions such as these: “Where is your brother?”  And 
so it is imperative that we seek out the ones who have 
strayed, that they may rise again in Christ, whole.

    
Josie T. Cherenfant

Cont. on Next Page
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PASTOR’S
PEN

LEADING LADY MONICA ARYITEY

IN ACTION!
WOMEN

Pastor Steve

(through the eyes of a faith seeker)

Honoring your husband
To honor someone means to show respect,  to 

esteem, to show reverence,  to  show deference(-
yield to).

A Christian woman honors her husband by 
submitting to him according to the Word of God. 
Ephesians 5:22 says simply “Wives, submit 
yourselves to your husbands as to the Lord” To 
submit and to honor are similar in terms of 
definition. The former means to yield oneself tothe 
will of another or to defer to another’s will. When 
we submit to our husbands, we do not only honor 
them but we honor the Lord because we are 
obeying His instruction to us through theApostle 
Paul. Submission is not a sign of weakness as the 
world would have us believe. It takes great strength 
and grace for one to submit to another’s will. We 
submit out of respect for God’s establishedlines of 
leadership in the home. We submit also because of 
our relationship with Christ-we want to please him, 
if so then we do what His word tells us to do. Again 
we submit to our husbands because they are our 
heads. In every group and every union, there is the 
need for someone to lead for without a leader there 
will be confusion. God in His wisdom established 
lines of authority in the home and decided the man 
is the head.

Submission is not a sign of inferiority.  Genesis 
1:27 states God created mankind in his image,man 
and woman he created them. Men and women are 
e q u a l but different.  We are 

equal i n 
per-

sonhood-both created in 
the image of Christ and yet 
play different roles and the 
woman’s roleinvolves 
submitting to her husband. 
Before God created the 
woman, He said it was not 
good forman to be 
alone-man cannot effective-
ly function in his God given 
role without the woman! A 

Christian woman is admonished to submit even to 
an unbelieving husband and through herconduct 
she might win him for the Lord. 1 Peter 3:1-2 (AMP) 
says “Likewise, wives, be subjectto your own 
husbands, so that even if some do not obey the 
word, they may be won without aword by the 
conduct of their wives, when they see your respect-
ful and pure conduct.” Let me quickly add though 
that the bible does not require that a woman 
submits to an abusive husband. Headship of the 
family is not a license to abuse.

Raising your children
The saying “Train up a child in the way he should 

go, and when he is old he will not depart fromit.”, 
has become a cliché to both Christians and 
non-Christians alike. I bet many use it without even 
knowing it’s a quote from Proverbs 22:6. It is still a 
powerful statement nonetheless as alittle reflection 
will show. The statement presupposes the trainer 
knows the way the trainee should go! As a mother 
andnurturer, you should first know the end you 
desire for your child and that would inform the kind 
of training you should give him or her. I believe as 
Christian women, irrespective of our own mistakes 
and where we have come from, we desire for our 
children to grow up in the way of theLord and not 
of the world, as the latter will lead to disaster To 
train means, among other things, to develop or 
form habits, thoughts, or behavior of a child orother 
person by discipline and instruction.  From this you 
can glean that  training up a childinvolves instruct-
ing,  coaching,  guiding,  disciplining,  teaching,  and 
sometimes pain.  Training requires a conscious 
effort on the part of the trainer.  

Good children just do not happen, respectful 
children just do not happen. Raising children is an 
intentional act.  I love the term “raising achild”  
because  it  connotes  a  state  of  nurturing,  bring-
ing up something for  a  lower  position upwards; it 
paints the picture of a dependent, innocent person 
relying on another to grow orsprout! This is the 
nature of our children as God places them in our 
wombs and then into our arms. They helplessly rely 
on us for growth and it behooves us to seek wisdom 
from the One who gave them to us so we can raise 
then to blossom and bear good and beautiful fruit 
for all tosee and benefit from.Train them in the 
word of God-instill the word of God in them, pray 

with them, bring them tochurch with you, have 
bible studies with them, ask them what they learnt 
in church, what they learnt in school so you can 
counter any negativity with the word of God. Start 
early for kids are impressionable- they’re like 
sponges and absorb a lot. 

The question iswhat are they absorbing and 
from whom are they absorbing what they are 
absorbing? From theirteachers? From the TV? If you 
do not teach them someone will!! What you do with 
them in their younger years will guide them as they 
grow. Training also involves setting a good 
example! With kids “do as I say and not as I do” does 
notalways work. So if you are drinking in the house 
and keeping beer in your refrigerator, do not 
besurprised if your 13 year old starts drinking!! If 
you’re bringing men you are not married to into 
your home, do not be surprised when your teen 
starts sexting or sharing her nude pictures on social 
media. Set an example through your words and 
your lifestyle. Mothers! Training your children 
requires patience, lots of it. There will be many 
stumbles alongthe way and many failures, but in 
the end the bible tells us if we stay on track, keep 
training them when they grow up, they will not 
depart from the good way. Are there exemptions? 
Yes, but generally, good training does not easily 
wear off. Above all pray for them and with them to 
seal it all because it is the grace of God that will 
enable them live out the good training you give to 
them.

 
Taking care of your home
Proverbs 31 paints for us the picture of the 

woman we all aspire to be. She is a busy woman-in-
dustrious,  works outside  the  home,  engages in  
charity  work,  counsels  others but  does  not 
neglect her home! She ensures her home is running 
well and her husband is taken good care of sothat 
he is respected in the assembly of the elders. Her 
children call her blessed because of thegood 
training she gave them! 

She is not lazy (v.15)-she rises at dawn to 
provide for her household, (v.27)-she does not eat 
thebread of idleness and watches over the ways of 
her household. As a wife and or a mother, you are 
the glue that keeps things together at home! It 
does not matter whether you work outside the 
home or not. When a mother,  a wife neglects her 
role as the watcher of her home, things fall apart! It 
does not matter how educated you are or how busy 
you are outside the home, you cannot neglect your 
God-given role as a nurturer of your children or as a 
homemaker! I hope by this I have provoked you, 
dear reader, to reconsider your role as a mother, as a 
wifeand everything else in between. We cannot 
help but wear many hats and we must desire to 
wear them effectively. God ordained our roles and 
God will give us grace to fulfil them, just ask himfor 
grace and wisdom.Our roles as women, wives, and 

mothers are crucial to the 
well-being of our homes 
and when we kick against 
these roles we reject God’s 
plan for the family. We tell 
God He is not wise and 
should have known better. 
What we need is grace 
from God to effectively 
fulfil our duties to honor 
our husbands, raise our 
children and take care of 
our home.

Blessings,

In Exodus 33:14 the Lord promises 
Moses: “…my presence will go with you and I 
will give you rest”.  A beleaguered leader is 
trying to reconcile God’s chosen people to God 
and seek restoration. Assured that he has favor 
(Exodus 33:13) he seeks the assurance that 
God will not in His anger leave the people.  
God’s assurance to Moses is to offer a revelation 
of rest as a natural progression from favor and 
the enjoyment of His presence. As we prepare 
for the closing chapters of 2014 and the dawn-
ing of 2015, God’s promise of rest still stands for 
us. In a life and world filled with strife, fear, wars 
and rumors of war; God’s promise of rest is a 
timely word that cannot be over emphasized. 
The year 2014 was our year of divine favor and 
indeed we have seen God’s divine favor guide 
us in ways unprecedented and open doors to 
blessings unfathomed. For 2014, FFMI experi-
enced Rehoboth and we acknowledge that 
God made a way for us in the land. In 2015, our 
theme is rest in God and the coming year shall 
be our year of rest.

In Matthew 11:28-30, Jesus promises rest 
from labors to all who are heavy laden. He 
promises a better yoke and a better life i.e. rest 
for the soul. This contradicts the life of strife 
devoid of God noted by the bible in Psalm 
127:2, where the person who strives for rest by 
their own strength fails to find that much 
desired rest.  Matthew 8:24 indicates that even 
for believers who do not enjoy the presence of 
God, life’s storms can deny much needed rest 
which comes from the God given peace. Rest 
thus appears to come into play when we please 
God, enjoy grace, get blessed by His favor and 
enjoy His presence. Indeed when a man’s ways 
please the Lord, the bible says, He makes even 
His enemies be at peace with him. Proverbs 
16:7. That is His peace, knowing that the enemy 
is scheming evil or bringing war to your 
doorstep when God forces them to seek a 
divine truce. Indeed David’s beautiful Psalm 23 
reflects God bringing His beloved the rest that 
is so much a necessity.

God’s promised rest not only defies chaos 
and crises, it ultimately produces establish-
ment, progress and prosperity. The bible says 
that the Lord promises His children land which 
typifies blessings.  God commanded in Leviti-
cus 25:2 that the land was to have rest in the 
seventh year. This follows His pattern of 
creation. The bible also tells that land can 
swallow (Numbers 16:32) land can spit out 
(Leviticus 18:28), land 

can be in strife but also that land comes to 
rest from war (Joshua 14:15) -  when God’s 
promise to Caleb (a man full of the holy Spirit 
and obedient to God) was fulfilled, the land 
came into rest.  

What does it mean to rest? It suggests the 

accomplishment of a task, the fulfilment of a 
purpose.  In Joshua 11:23 we see that when the 
word that God instructed Moses was accom-
plished by Joshua, then the land had rest from 
war.  Without that rest, the land would remain in 
warfare and turmoil and not flourish. We 
observe that David fought many wars ostensi-
bly for the establishment of kingdom that God 
promised him. Once that assignment was 
accomplished and David exited, his son 
Solomon built God a magnificent temple. 
Suddenly a much beseiged nation enjoyed 
such peace and the land prospered greatly. 
Solomon grew so wealthy that His wealth 
became a tourist attraction. 

Biblically, in Genesis- the book of begin-
nings- we are told that God rested. Now God’s 
“rest” is not what our nominal carnal minds 
conceive as rest. We humans are limited in 
many ways and need the necessity of rest to 
restore replenish and revive our flagging 
strength and exhausted human bodies. When 
God rested, the idea was more like God taking a 
pause to enjoy the perfection of His exertions 
i.e. His creation. Genesis 2:2-3 confirms that 
creation was perfected in six days and that on 
the seventh God rested. Clearly God’s exertions 
in creation and the establishment of order and 
dominion prompted rest. God then 
pronounced a blessing on His day of rest, set it 
apart and hallowed it onto Himself. Rest can 
thus be inferred to be a period when God 
grants respite from labors and endeavors. It is a 
time of appreciation for the accomplishments, 
recharging and blessing. Rest also connotes the 
end of strife, struggle and stress. Rest is thus a 
divine season to enjoy the fruits of an endeavor, 
worship God for that which he has done for us 
and recuperate so we can handle the next 
phase of life. For us in the church today, we note 
that rest is a commandment of God upon 
believers. He orders times and festivals of rest 
for His beloved.

In Genesis 8, God’s order and perfection in 
the world is compromised. Sin now abounds. 
God purposes to destroy the world He made to 
right the wrong. The narrative says that Noah 
whose name means “rest” caught God’s 
attention and he found grace in the eyes of 
God. When the floods bring destruction and 
death, Noah, his family and the selected 
creatures in the ark he built are safe. The ark is 
filled with diverse creatures but order is 
maintained and no destruction occurs therein 
because it contains God’s presence. Here we 
find the first symbolism of the ark as manifest-
ing divine presence of God. As death rains and 
reigns all around, it is the ark, that container of 
God’s divine presence that carries and 
preserves life. Finally God remembers His prom-
ise of rest i.e. to Noah and all those who were 
with him in the ark that believed in the vision 
that God had given him. The waters receded 
after a hundred and fifty days. The bible states 
that the ark finally came to rest as the waters (of 

chaos, strife, death, 

despair and judgment) receded. The ark 
(container of God’s presence) came to a place of 
rest on Mount Ararat (curse). The ark ultimately 
symbolizes Christ and those to whom He prom-
ises rest i.e. believers and the obedient will 
enjoy rest despite heaven’s judgment rains. The 
rains last 150 days- thrice the time it took for 
Pentecost and the eventual symbol of the dove 
with the olive branch becomes a reflection of 
the Holy Spirit hovering over the waters again 
but now showing an olive, a sign that the spirit’s 
grace and power would remain over the earth 
eternally. 

Genesis 8:22 following confirms that God 
covenanted that death and destruction via 
flood would never happen again. It also spells 
out the permanence of times and seasons as 
part of the earth’s cycle. So when the curse, 
chaos and doom boils over, those hidden in 
Christ Jesus will come to rest on the mount 
signifying the curse even as the agent of 
judgment (the waters) recede just as he was 
crucified on Golgotha and died to restore life. 
May we walk in obedience, faith and truth as we 
enjoy grace, favor and His presence. 
His rest will be our portion especially in 2015.

THE FALLEN
RISEN AGAIN IN CHRIST
I believe there are two ways a Christian can 

look at another’s fall from the things of God.  
One way is to take a brief subtle look, learn 
from the other’s mistake and vow never to “do 
what he/she did”.  The other way is to look, see 
the sin committed for what it is, SIN, and figure 
out  how “what he/she has done”has affected 
the whole body of Christ, and take action to 
stop it from recurring and  continuing to 
spread death in the house of God. 

 All of us know of one or many who once 
“walked the walk and talked the talk” of Jesus; 
a brother, a sister, an Evangelist, a great 
worshiper, perhaps one or two ushers, and oh 
let us not exclude the preachers.  We have all 
heard the stories. The famous usher who 
fornicated, the preacher who got divorced, the 
worshiper who had a child out of wedlock, the 
brother who got caught cheating on his wife 
and on and on the list of infamous sins go. 
While many of us in the privacy of our hearts 
are ready to judge and misjudge, our Savior 
would say: “Let him who is without sin cast the 
first stone” (John 8:7) In my version, I ask: What 
can I do to help stop the judgment and 
criticism of my brethren and encourage their 
re-welcoming into God’s Kingdom? 
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